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Dear Father  
By: NaTaeshia Hall 
 
his eyes close for a final time. 
fear cradles his conscious gently, 
holding tightly to a decaying mind. 
his vibrant lungs almost empty. 
mad tendrils dance around his thoughts. 
a wheezing gasp of agony 
escapes with each bone rattling cough.  
"i’m so glad you're here with me." 
i look up at the speckled ceiling, 
silence hangs heavy in the stale air. 
his loud pulse begins slipping, 
my fingers tap to the rhythm on my chair. 
 
 
only now does his heart refuse to beat, 
but he was always dead to me. 
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